
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

March 19, 2018 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Linda Swartz, Co-Chair and Secretary; Members: Donn Critchell, Moisha 
Blechman, Al Huehnel, John Roberts, Kathy Bainer;  ZC Consultant Ted Fink. 
Excused:  Elizabeth O’Donnell 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 5:08 by Joyce Thompson.   
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the Minutes of March 5, 2018, was made by Moisha Blechman; seconded by Kathy Bainer. 

Ayes:  4 (Blechman, Bainer, Huehnel, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained:  1 (Critchell) 
 
Presentation of Draft Zoning Code to Town Board Member Arthur McGuire and Town Assessor Craig Surprise: 
Craig said that Dennis Callahan has briefed him on the draft code.  Craig specifically commented on:  

 MU District being within the floodplain.  Ted talked about the difference between the “floodway” and the 
“floodplain”.   

 A conservation easement will sometimes hold a parcel out of the easement for possible future development.  
The ZC does not think this will be a concern with the proposed change from R3 to R2 in the northeast corner of 
town (Schmid Conservation Area) because the area can still be developed. 

 Home-based business in accessory buildings. 
 
Arthur read through the material he received prior to this meeting and had several concerns and questions: 

 Will changing parcels from R3 to R7 make the parcels less valuable?  Ted said that there are conflicting economic 
studies on “down zoning” (taking smaller lots and increasing the minimum lot requirements).  In one study, down 
zoning did not increase overall value, but did increase desirability.  Craig said that the real value is in the first acre 
and that it may take three or four years to fully understand how these changes will affect property values. 

 Arthur wondered why Portable Saw Mills are allowed in the R3 district where homes are closer together (they 
are not permitted in R2 and MU).  The ZC explained their purpose and that the use requires a no-fee permit that 
allows them to operate in the R-3 and R7 districts for not more than 30 days in a twelve month period.  Arthur 
asked if there were hours of operations. 

 Campgrounds are permitted in R7 only. 

 Inns are permitted in all residential districts with Special Use Permit and in MU with Site Plan Approval, but 
Arthur feels that R2 and R3 properties are too close together to allow this use.  The ZC explained that an Inn 
could and likely would be on a parcel that exceeds the minimum acreage requirements of the district in which it 
is located.  Further, an Inn would typically be located on more heavily-traveled roads near services such as 
restaurants, entertainment, gas stations and stores.   

 Resorts and Lodges are allowed in all districts with a Special Use Permit.  Article 80-D.15. requires access to state 
or county road, sets a maximum number of guest rooms, and requires increased setbacks.  Arthur had similar 
concerns with Conference Centers. 

 Arthur asked what a Construction Yard is.  The definition was read as well as Article 80-D.9. which requires 
(among other things) access to a state or county road and that materials and equipment not be visible from 
roads and adjoining properties. 

 Small-scale excavation does not meet the threshold of excavation which requires DEC permit.  Ted read the 
guidelines. 

 We talked about the differences between an Indoor Membership Club and an Outdoor Membership Club. 

 Arthur asked why Colleges are permitted in R2, R3, R7 (Special Use Permit required).  He was referred to the 
General Standards (Article 80-C.).  Ted explained the General Standards and Regulations.   

 Helipads are prohibited; does that mean you can’t land your helicopter in your yard?  ZC explained that you can 
have a helicopter but you cannot build a helipad (you can land in your field or yard if there is space). 

 Arthur asked about Two-family and Multi-family dwellings.  Craig said that these types of dwelling units, as well 
as accessory dwelling units, provide affordable housing in Taghkanic.  Joyce said that a single-family house could 
easily be divided to create an apartment for an elderly relative without drastically changing the outside 
appearance of the house.  This zoning code tries to provide a structure for two-family and multi-family housing in 
a reasonable scale that does not detract from the character of the neighborhood. 
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NOTE:  Article 60-Q.4. needs to be clear that this means four units within a single structure, not four separate small 
buildings. 
 
Joyce pointed out that there is no such thing as a perfect code.  The ZC has tried to make this code as fair and as clear as 
possible, eliminating contradictions and ambiguity.  We have tried to find a balance between property rights and property 
values and the rights of the larger community.  The code should be a document that a developer can look at and know 
what he can and cannot do.  Taghkanic has a broad range of existing parcels, from very small to very large, as well as a 
wide income range and age range.  We need to make sure that zoning makes it possible for all of the people to be able to 
stay on their land.  This is a large part of the ZC’s consideration while developing this code. 
 
Al noted that in the past, smaller properties were fast to sell.  Now, wealthy people are seeking large properties and they 
don’t mind paying a lot of money to get them. 
 
The ZC thanked Arthur and Craig for participating in this effort and for their comments. 
 
Comments: 

From the Public:  None 
From the Commission:  None 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
The ZC will meet on April 2 at 5 p.m.  Ryan Skoda will be present to share his comments and ask questions hemay have 
since he reviewed the draft code.  Joyce will ask others to whom this presentation was made if they would also like to 
attend. 
 
The ZC will hold a full-day Saturday Workshop on April 7.   
April 16: regular meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Motion to adjourn: Al Huehnel      Seconded by:  Moisha Blechman 

Ayes:  5 (Huehnel, Blechman, Bainer, Critchell, Roberts) Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Public Audience:  Jeff Tallackson, Chris Tallackson, Susan Raymond 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


